Hispanic Heritage Month 2014 speech


Welcome, or “Bienvenidos,” to VA’s __________ (location) ceremony honoring Hispanic Heritage Month 2014, from September 15 to October 15.

The Department of Veterans Affairs joins the nation in commemorating Hispanic Heritage Month, and celebrating this year’s theme: “Hispanics:  A legacy of history, a present of action and a future of success.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Initially planned as a weeklong observance in 1968, this recognition was expanded 20 years later to an entire month. September 15 was chosen as the ideal date on which to start the monthlong celebration, as that date marks the independence anniversary of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico, Chile and Belize also celebrate their independence days during this period; and Columbus Day (Día de la Raza) is October 12.         

I am honored to take part in celebrating a group of Americans who embody the spirit of America itself -- a spirit built on family, patriotism, religion and hard work. Hispanic heritage is a part of our community – represented in our coworkers, friends and neighbors, and this nation’s military. Hispanic-Americans have served as guardians and protectors for our country in every war since the American Revolution. 

In recognizing a long history of contributions, President Obama has said that:  “The story of Hispanics in America is the story of America itself. The Hispanic community's values -- love of family, a deep and abiding faith, and a strong work ethic -- are America's values. Hispanics bring together the rich traditions of communities with centuries-old roots in America and the energy and drive of recent immigrants. Many have taken great risks to begin a new life in the hopes of achieving a better future for themselves and their families.”

Within our community – the Veteran and military community – 59 Hispanic Americans have earned the Medal of Honor. Today more than 150,000 Hispanic-Americans serve in the Armed Forces, roughly nine percent of our active-duty force. These proud, young men and women are even today shaping VA’s future, as we prepare to meet tomorrow’s challenges, and have for generations.

When the United States officially entered World War II, Hispanic-Americans were among the many U.S. citizens who joined the ranks of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. Not only did Hispanics serve as active combatants in the European and Pacific theaters of war, but they also served on the homefront. Hundreds of Hispanic women joined the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps and Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service, serving mostly as nurses and in administrative positions.
 
We in the Department of Veterans Affairs are well acquainted with the Hispanic contributions to our nation’s defense and security. We serve a population of more than 1 million Hispanic Veterans, proud of their heritage and deeply proud of their military service. 

Today we honor the heritage and values of this special group of people, because of the unique gifts they bring to our society. Together we are building a future based on appreciating and understanding the things that make us unique. Those differences comprise our strength as a nation and as an organization. 

The rich and varied ethnic, racial, religious and linguistic heritages that make up America truly make us stronger.

Thank you, ____________ (names), and everyone on the planning committee for all your great work in putting this impressive event together.

Lastly, thank you all for joining me today to honor our Hispanic Veterans, co-workers, volunteers, and fellow citizens who add so much to our lives as Americans.

#  #  #  #
