



Honorable Arne Duncan
Secretary of Education 
White House Initiative on HBCU’s
400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Fourth Floor
Washington, DC 20202

Dear Mr. Duncan:

Enclosed is the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) fiscal year (FY) 2014 Annual Agency Performance Report on Actions to Assist Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs) under Executive Orders 13532, 13592, 13555, 13515, and 13621.  The report reflects VA’s continuing support for the White House Initiatives’ objectives.

During FY 2014, VA funded a total of $177, 206,324 in Legislative Funds and $83,373,668 in Discretionary Funds.  The amounts represent educational benefits made to VA eligible beneficiaries enrolled in MSIs, financial support of MSI students who elected to train at VA facilities and funds awarded to third-party diversity internship programs that recruited from MSIs.

VA will continue to encourage expansion of affiliation efforts with MSIs, and will continue to publicize the positive long-term educational and professional benefits of VA training programs for MSI students.

VA will also explore implementing other efforts to further support Executive Orders by increasing participation of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs), Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs), Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institutions (AANAPISIs) and Predominantly Black Institutions (PBIs) in VA-sponsored programs.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions regarding this submission may be directed to Ms. Georgia Coffey, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Diversity and Inclusion, at (202) 461-4237.    

						Sincerely,



						Gina S. Farrisee 

Enclosure
