MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARIES, ASSISTANT SECRETARIES, AND OTHER KEY OFFICIALS
SUBJECT:  2015 National Native American Heritage Month 
The Department of Veterans (VA) proudly pays tribute to the rich ancestry and traditions of American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/ANs) by commemorating National Native American Heritage Month this November.  This year’s theme is “Growing Native Leaders:  Enhancing Our Seven Generations.”  
The month of November is a time to reflect, honor, and celebrate the diverse AI/AN cultural traditions and heritage.  It’s also a time to learn about the unique role AI/ANs have played in the shaping of our Nation’s history and culture.  Some of the unique and important contributions AI/ANs have made can be found in medicine, literature, language, music, arts, and agriculture.
AI/ANs continue to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces with honor and distinction, defending and sacrificing their lives for the security of our Nation.  According to the 2010 U.S. Census, there are over 150,000 AI/AN Veterans and 10 percent of these AI/AN Veterans are women.  VA commends those courageous AI/AN servicemen and women, to include employees across the Department, for their continued commitment and dedication in service to our Nation’s Veterans, their families, and survivors.
VA Central Office will observe Native American Heritage Month on Thursday, November 19, 2015, in the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Veterans Conference Center, room 230, at noon.  Ms. Stephanie Birdwell, Director, Office of Tribal Government Relations, will serve as this year’s senior host.  Ms. Jody TallBear, Strategic Initiatives and Policy Advisor, Office of Economic Impact and Diversity, Department of Energy, will serve as this year’s keynote speaker.  
For more information about this event, contact Ms. Tynnetta Lee, Special Emphasis Observance Coordinator.  For more information on VA’s AI/AN Employment Program, please contact Aurelia Waters, VA’s National AI/AN Employment Program Manager, Office of Diversity and Inclusion.
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