
Did You Know ?? 

Major League Baseball Hall of Famer Roberto Clemente (Pittsburgh 
Pirates) joined the United States Marine Corps in September 1958. He 
served on active duty at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, until 1959. 
Roberto continued to serve in the Reserves until September 1964.    

In 2010, Commander Yvette Davids became the first Hispanic female 
to command a warship in the United States Navy. She was later 
selected to the rank of Captain in 2011.  

Loreta Janeta Velázquez was a Cuban-born woman who masqueraded 
as a male Confederate Soldier during the Civil War. She enlisted in the 
Confederate Army in 1861, without her Soldier-husband's knowledge. 
She fought at Bull Run, Ball's Bluff and Fort Donelson, but her gender 
was later discovered and she was discharged. 

In 2006, Ronald Rábago became the first Hispanic to be promoted to 
Flag rank (Admiral)  in the United States Coast Guard. Admiral 
Rábago is a 1978 graduate of the United States Coast Guard Academy. 
 

In 1985, Carmelita Vigil-Schimmenti became the first Hispanic female 
to attain the rank of Brigadier General in the United States Air Force 
and was the first female General from New Mexico. 
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